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DRUGS

New Internationalist
Easier English lesson

Upper Intermediate



he lesson today:
Introduction: speaking
and vocabulary
Reading: for detail and
for gist
Speaking: role-play



In small groups:

1) List all the illegal drugs
you know

2) List all the reasons you
can think of for making
illegal drugs legal
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ecstasy, cocaine, a) illegal
heroin, cannabis,

. b) makes your brain
amphetamines,

. change
marijuana and |
opium c) these are illegal drugs
prohibition d) making something no
illicit longer a crime
legalization e) making something

legal

psycho-active

decriminilization f) not allowing something



The next slide shows lots of facts
about drugs.

You have b minutes study this and
try to remember as many facts
about drugs as you can. Then tell
each other.



CONSUMERS

lllegal drugs THEFACTS

The demand for illegal drugs is solid and the trade in them

5% of the world’s adult population is estimated to have used illicit substances
at least once in 2010. (That’s around 230 million people aged 15-64.)'

Cannabis use Is highest in
Australia and
New Zealand,
15% among 15 to 64 year olds.?
US has the highest cocaine use
— almost 2% of 15-64 year olds.
The Pacific region has the
highest use of speed and crystal
meth - at 2.8%.”
(')X_ioid use is highest in the

| iddle East - at 1.4%.°

cannabis use
tislate 20s or

death is mid-30s'

250,000 deaths

in 2004 attributed to illicit drugs

Alcohol responsible for almost

and tobacco

(5.1 million).?

Sum of years lost due to disability and
reduced life expectancy caused by:
llicit drug use 13 million.

Alcohol 69 million.

Tobacco 57 million.2

1 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, World Drug Report 2012, Vienna, June 2012. unodc.org 2L y |, Extent of i
tothe global burden of disease’in The Lancet, Vol 379, Issue 9810, London, January 2012.31 Office on Drugs and Crime, 2011, Vienna, June 2011.unodc org 4 Transform, The
2 Bristol, June 2012 dtpforg.uk § icasualties.org 6 C ' timates. nis DQ 7E
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resilient - in spite of expensive and punitive attempts to stop it.

PROHIBITION

$1 00 billion - what the world spendson
prohibition each year. Includes military attacks,

crop eradication, customs seizures and hefty prison
sentences. Equal to what rich countries spend on aid.*

$1 trillion - whatthe
US has spent on the war on
drugs over past 40 years.*

Has the war on drugs reduced demand?®

1
% increase  34% ‘7* 8%

1998 29 million  13.4million  147.4 million
17.35 million 17 million 160 million

$25.7 billion - estimate of Us spend on drug-related criminal justice each year.*
55.1 billion - annual gritish spend on drug-related offending across the criminal justice system.*
$1 .9 billion - Australian spend on dealing with drug use, the majority on crime costs, in 2002-03.*

® $125 million - what the Taliban
derives from the illegal drugs trade
annually to fund its activities."®

® $500-$600 million - estimate
of amount taken by Colombian FARC
guerrillas from the illegal drug trade, in
addition to kidnapping, extortion and
protection ‘tax’"

for drug offences in Europe and Central Asia and th

', Harm Reduction International, London, March 2012.

forleg
an Economic case for s’ CATO Institute, October 2010. cato.org

9 David Nutt, Drugs — without the hot air, UIT, Cambridge,
lombia’s Left-Wing Ce i 1 tions, 19 August 2009. ni

England, 2012

> 5 42% 47 25% [ ivesion |
f ’ %' f %/ RE— $330 billion e
’ i estimated turnover of e Mexico Afghanistan
£ r;:‘.:':::’:';‘":;‘:ir‘: gc:::; Ih’l's global market inillegal ﬂ“'l!: Il' Py more than 3 lives lost due to the war
4 i is increasingly grown indoors drugs. (On a par with the 56,000 people ondrigs heve not been
& a | ok hin the global textiles trade.) St I’ﬂ;’: blm ‘:"*d o ogﬂ'm(';gzs
— Ao X y in Mexico's drug- 7 ves (3,
Comparison: 42% of the global population uses alcohol (higher in Europe and North America) whereitis sold. Synthetic drugs onpe related violence coalition forces and at least govemnment's
and 25% uses tobacco.' are made in labs around the world, $b?|8 b'"“":g Bin since the country’s 10,292 Afghan civilian) lost 2003 anti-drugs
from the US to China. (9561 :‘Itl’lg':z"":‘k,:ed e drug war was since the 2001 US-led invasion, crackdown.*
launched in 2006.* which had reducing the opl
Tind0 st 1in160 s mmnzbigzs | romen gomgosumemes e 10 e Sy e
at least once a mont them to severe health problems’ or coca leaves is many times more ), other
profitable than growing any other sss billion Burma Contral
m crop. But the really big profits are global cocaine market.? andLaos | and South
Ca b' made by others.
nnabis World - 1,000
World’s most popular * *includiny i 22 " . Opium production was people executed
illegal drugs’ ATS ,...‘.,..,,Jm.!... How the price of drugs is inflated through the illicit market around 7,000 tonnes In 2011." eachyearin the 32
Pty o
= = type stimulants) "dmmu deriving from . . Jurisdictions around
Opioids™ . . nicing hevaions | Heroin per kilo the world that apply
(opium, morphine, M wad buprecorphine the death sentence
heroinetc)  119,420-224,490 $700 $12,665 $31,870 $117,765 for drug offences.*
" Farm gate Turkish Enteril UK street Iran - 590 0ut of
0.31.2% Cocaine heroin dealers & the ' ~f price 850 chcuticasih
14,340-52,540 - 2010 were for drug
Ecstasy 0.6-0.8% offences.*
M 0.3-0.4 % Cocaine per kilo
_prevalence (%) 1320019510
- 13,20019,510 $505 $3,189 $12,136 $47,611 $80,373
0.2-0.6% HSLTRE sy Firvechs South Caribbean Enterin [N Displacement |
10,480- 28,120 sers cocaine ‘g‘ez'l':;" dealers the U price 10,000-20,000
-------------------- r &V’
ks
Fastest growing drug type is ATS, while opioids are stable and cocaine is declining slightly. e Indlger_\ous people have
Use of ‘legal highs’ or currently unregulated new drugs is increasing. been displaced each year
5 in Colombia due to crop
eradication.*
_— o US ba: the ighest
use - st
Drug use peaks accounts for 44% of the 2% of 15-64 year olds.” The US population is 80% white, with similar levels of drug use as the black and hispanic
between ages Ebbil drugs '"affkﬁl: population. But 45% of all prisoners on drug offences are black, while only 28% are white.*
urope 33%; followed by
18-25 Asia.the Alrternatively.
and becomes Pacific region, m
negligible after 65. As'““h ’A";’“"i“‘ Costs Legalization and regulation of

drugs could save thousands of

lives and billions of dollars.

Savings:

Inthe US alone it is estimated that

legalization would reduce annual
overnment expenditure by

%41.3 jon (which would

have easily wiped out the $19.9

billion fiscal deficit for 2011).

Tax:

In addition, legalization would
enerate tax revenue at

%45.7 billion annually if

drugs were taxed at the same rate

as alcohol and tobacco.*

8 Jeffrey A Miron and Katherine Waldock, ‘Making
pring .

Legalizing
“Cause for Alarm: The incarceration of women  Foreign Policy, 29 May, 2012. nintVNqvG7Y 11 Stephanie Hanson, FARC, ELN: C
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Find as many reasons as possible
for legalizing or decriminalizing

drugs:

Compare with other learners.


http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/Make_drugs_legal
http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/Make_drugs_legal
http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/Make_drugs_legal
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What questions do you have about
drugs being made legal?

Write some questions in pairs

eg. If all drugs were legal, what
would happen?
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In pairs, A is a journalist and B is a
doctor

A needs to interview the doctor
about what would happen if all
drugs were legal.

A ask and B answer some of the
questions on the next 2 slides:



1) Why would making drugs legal make things
better?

2) Would making drugs legal increase the use of
dangerous drugs?

3) How could we protect children and young
people?

4) After drugs were made legal, how would you
control them?

5) We can make drugs legal. But isn’t it better to
change the way people think?

6) Isn’t it true that drug takers can’t think clearly?
So isn’t it a good idea to protect drug takers
themselves?



7) If drugs were legal, would there be a private
free market for drugs?

8) Would hard drugs become cheap?

9) Should some drugs be illegal for health or
social reasons?

10) Is it possible there will still be a “black”
market?

11) Has anyone tried legalizing drugs and been
successful?

12) Would legalization happen everywhere
quickly?
13) Where can I find more information?
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Now read the answers the
doctor gave and find any
different ideas from yours:

p:/ /eewikinewint.org/index.php/If all drug

s were_legal, what would happen’%3F



http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/If_all_drugs_were_legal,_what_would_happen%3F
http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/If_all_drugs_were_legal,_what_would_happen%3F

Wiriting):
In pairs, write a letter to your
country’s leader:

- sumimarize some of the
arguments for legalizing drugs

- say if you think this should
happen

- and why



Now read the original versions of
the two texts:

http:/ /www.newint.org/features
/2012/09/01/illegal-drugs/

http:/ /www.newint.org/features
/2012/09/01/drugs-
legalization/



http://www.newint.org/features/2012/09/01/illegal-drugs/
http://www.newint.org/features/2012/09/01/illegal-drugs/
http://www.newint.org/features/2012/09/01/illegal-drugs/
http://www.newint.org/features/2012/09/01/illegal-drugs/
http://www.newint.org/features/2012/09/01/drugs-legalization/
http://www.newint.org/features/2012/09/01/drugs-legalization/
http://www.newint.org/features/2012/09/01/drugs-legalization/
http://www.newint.org/features/2012/09/01/drugs-legalization/
http://www.newint.org/features/2012/09/01/drugs-legalization/
http://www.newint.org/features/2012/09/01/drugs-legalization/

